Videolaparoscopic management of percutaneous liver biopsy complications.
Percutaneous liver biopsy is a routine procedure in the diagnosis, management, and follow-up of several liver disorders. Mortality and morbidity rates from percutaneous liver biopsy are low. This report of three cases of serious percutaneous liver biopsy complication and their management highlights the role played by videolaparoscopy as a diagnostic and therapeutic procedure in two different types of PLB complication: hemobilia and bile peritonitis. In two patients, intrahepatic arteriobiliary fistula developed with gastrointestinal hemorrhage (hemobilia). Both were treated with cholecystectomy and ligation of the right branch of the hepatic artery. In the third case, the percutaneous liver biopsy needle punctured the gallbladder, leading to bile peritonitis and acute abdomen, and the patient underwent videolaparoscopic cholecystectomy with aspiration and lavage of the abdominal cavity. Videolaparoscopic procedures are an adequate alternative for the management of serious percutaneous liver biopsy complications such as hemobilia and bile peritonitis. The advantages of a videolaparoscopy include low morbidity rates, quick recovery, good cosmetic result, and ability to resolve the complications of percutaneous liver biopsy.